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Summary Information

Repository Northeast Arkansas Regional Archives

Title Lawrence County (Ark.) Drainage District records
Date[inclusive] 1905-1920

Extent 0.5 Cubic feet 1 box

Language English

Language of Materials Materias entirely in English.

Preferred Citation

Lawrence County Drainage District records, Northeast Arkansas Regional Archives, Arkansas State
Archives, Powhatan, Arkansas.
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Biographical/Historical Note

Swan C. Dowell owned and operated the Dowell Land Company in Walnut Ridge, Arkansas. Due to his
involvement with the railroad companies in land devel opment, he was aware of other effortsin the state
to make improvements to the land. Dowell participated in the development of two drainage ditchesin
Walnut Ridge: Village Creek and Lake Pond. Organization of drainage districts required landownersto
petition the county courts to place alien on the lands through a court order. The court order insured that
improvement taxes would be paid. Through taxes, bonds, and sometimes federal funds, a series of ditches,
sloughs, and levees were built to control flooding as well asto drain the land to be suitable for further
devel opment.

Scope and Contents

This collection contains Swan C. Dowell's personal records of his efforts and actions on the behalf of the
Village Creek and Lake Pond Drainage Districts. The records include correspondence, work orders and
estimates, legal documents, land records, and financial information.

Administrative Information

Publication I nfor mation

Northeast Arkansas Regional Archives 06/28/2016

Conditions Gover ning Access

This collection is open for research use.

Conditions Governing Use

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17-U.S. Code) governs the making of photocopies or other
reproductions of copyrighted material. The person using this material is liable for any infringement.

Immediate Sour ce of Acquisition
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This collection was abandoned at Powhatan Historic State Park in 2012. No donor information is known.

- Page 5 -



Lawrence County (Ark.) Drainage District records MSNE.0089

Village Creek Drainage District
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